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Ezck. 33. 11. Say unto them, Ar I live 1 
Laith the Lord God, I have no pleoſure|1 © 
in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and Ii ve: turn 
ye, turn ye, from your evil ways ; fer 
why will ye die, O ae Ifrael. _ 1 
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wo E R. XVIII. 7, 8. 


At what inflant I Hal ſpeak a 
Nation, and concerning a Kingdom to Pluck 


Fo 


up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it *2+ 1 1 
I that Nation againſt whom I have pro- 5 he: 


 mounced, turn from their Evil, J 2 Me; 
pent of the Evil that 7 thought | Li 6: 
ant 0 the . 9 


with a People as He pleaſeth, undes 


being 10 us and all Creatures, may diſpoſe.” 5 


er us 25 ſeemeth good in His fight, Rom. 2. / 
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the Parable or Similitude of a Porter © | © | 
and his Clay, ver. 1,—6, It the Potter hack 23 l 
power over his fellow: Clay to faſhion'it 16 
he will; ſurely that God, 2.5 bath given” -. 
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N this Chapter, xr. We havs Delon : 1 
tion of God's Sovereign Power to deal £4 
j 


GOD uill abt Defiray 
26,1. Nay'but O man, who art thou that replis- 
again God ? ſhall the thing formed ſay 10 
bis that formed it, why haſt thou made me thus ? 
| Hath nor the potter power over the clay — & 
2. God ſhews that in his Dealings with 
Nations, He acts as a righieous Fudge; yea 
 as'a God gracious and merciful, ver.7,—10; 
At what inſtant—. God ſpeaks again A 
People When He threatens to bring deſola- 
ting Judgments upon them, and 't is implied 
thai this is for their Sins, whereby they 
tranſgteſs His holy Laws: This is the 
ground of rhe Controverſy. Notwithſtand- 
ing, we are here aſſur'd that tho' a finful 
TDeaple give God cauſe to come our. againſt 
+ ahem, ſo that it He ſhould mark iniquity 
her could not ſtand ; yet He is not wont 
tio deal with them in a way of rigorous 
+ a bar firſt chrearens and warns, be- 
fore He comes dut epainſt them to. deſtroy 
them: Yea, that if they take the Warning, 
And turn from the Evil.of their Sins unto 
ugto Him; God will alſo repent of the Evil 
ot Puniſhment He threatned to bring upon 
them, and ſtay His Hand. Not as if God 
Wii changd His Mind, or alter'd His Decree. 
No! fle is the Almighty, All-wiſe, and 
fl * Unchangeable God. I am tle Lord, I change 
|! ner— Mal. 3. 6. God is of one mind, and 
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| o who can turn Him? God-can do nothing 
but what is worthy of His infinite Perfekti- 
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ons, and therefore He can't Repent in a ſtrict 
and proper ſenſe, 1 Sam. 15.29. The Strengib 
of Iſrael will nor Repent— He is not a Man 
that He ſhould Repent. However, God is 
aid ro Repent, ſpeaking after the manner 
of Men, When He changeth His way, and 
„ the Courle of His Providence towards a 
Perſon or People, Ger. 6. 6. Fon. 3. 10. A 
greeably, the Expreſſion here us'd intends 
that G woyld not execute the Judgments 
denouge d, nor bring the thieatned Evil up- 
on them; but e. e. would return unto them 
in a way of Grace and Favour, On the : 
ther hand, God ſhews that His Promiſes 
of proipering and eſtabliſhing a People ae 
Conditional, ver. 9, 10. If it do Evil, 1 
the Courſe of His Mercies, and walk eoh⸗ 
trary to them. Now the due Obſervance 4 
of theſe Rules would help us to underſtand +: 
the Juſtice, Truth and Equity of God's Pre- 
vidential Diſpenſations towards Hisancient - #7 
People, and others. 3. We have the imm 
pProvement of the foregoing Diſcourſe with 
an eſpecial Application to God's Covenank 
People the Jews, ver. T1, —17. In Whick 
the Prophet is commanded to declare to the 
Men of Fudab, . that God was framiag Evit - 
againſt them; and then to-calt them to Re- 
pentance and Amendment of life, yer. Fts 
But their obſtinacy in ſinning is foreteid. 
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N 4 GOD mill not Deſtroy 


„. F they Repent of the Evil of their Sins; 
And turn from them to the Lord; God will alſa 
i Kepent, and not bring the threatned Evil of 
Wi BParfoment upon them. 


III. BUT if @ People when thus Threuned 
It _ £9 07 obſtinately in their Sins, they may expelt 
h God will bring His Deſtroying Judgments 
on then till they are made Deęſolate. 


Doc r. I. GOD A wont to Threaten a Frs 
ple, and give them Warning beſore He brings 
Deflroying Judgments upon them... ll 


and they are upbraided with their folly In 


Forſaking their Covenant God, ver. 13.—15. 


4. We have an account of the peo e's deſ- 
perate reſolution to plot miſchiegvous ny 
vices againſt Feremiab, becauſe he faithfull 

delivered God's Mefſige ro them, ver. 18. 


ad fin. And then an Imprecaticn of Judg- 
ment, in which the Prophet was not ated 


by an evil ſpirit of perſonal Reven, : He 


. "delird not the we! Day; but by the 
Spirit of Prophecy, * / 


* 


An 


7 Nite f IT. 
Ar what inſtant I ſpeak, to pluck up 
an God utrers His Voice in dreadful Threat- 
5. nirgs before He gives the fatal blow. He 
- W cauleth rhe Woe-Trumpets to ſound befor 
„He pours out the Vials of His Wrath. Thus 
y MW God rhreatned the Sinners of the Old 
. World, and yet ſpared them One Hundred 
- WW and Twenty Years before He brought rhe 
{ Flood upon them to deſtroy them, Ges. 6. 
e 3,—7 In which time Noah was a Preachen 
of Righteouſneſs, and the building the 
Ark a fign, Yea the great Prophet and: 
„Teacher, our Loxp Jesus Cnxigm, is ſaid: 
o Preach to thoſe Sinners, whoſeSpirirs 4 
now in Prtiſon, 1 Pet.3.19. 20 By which 4% b 
went & preached unto the fpiruts in priſos: 
Which ſometime were diſobedient, uben onte nr 
long ſuffering of God mai: ed in the days of N - ©. 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, = 
that i; eight fouls,were fuved by water, In r . © 
which—i.e. His God Head, which is an eters _ 
nal Spirit. Noab was bur an Iaſtroment in ; 
His Hand. God early denoure'd dreadful' © 
Threatnings againſt the I/-ae/ires upon Cone 
dition of their Revolt and Apcoftacy, Ley. 25. 
74. 34 — I} ye ſhall deſpiſe my flatute ng 
lb will ſer my face 'gainſl you, and je ſhall” _ 
be fliin before your ent nil . ver. 21. and 1f” 
ye we contrary to me — I will bring ſt ven 
times more plagues upon you— your Land: Shall 1 
bedefolare Oc. And thus God ſent the Fe- 
84 —_— 4 
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threaten, and ſpeak againſt a People, 


Wrath is teveald from Heaven againſt all. 


Hof. 6. 5. I have bewed them by the prophets, 


2 the. Holy Ghoſt, 2 R. 1.21. And therefore. 


God... Thus ſcith the Lord. And this Word” 


thoſe ro whom it was nextly directed; bur 


a a GOD wei not Deſiraz- 
phet Zopeb to the Ninevites, tho" they wers. 
not his peculiar Covenant People, with that 
Meſſage, Chap. 3. 4. — Ter forty days and: 
Nineveb ſhall be overthrown. Notwithſtand- 

iog which, God had ſparing Mercy in re- 
ſerve for them. Now, God doth thus, 


As 


1. IV and by His Word. Herein God's 


ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of Men. 
God. threatens His degenerate People by. 
His Word in the mouths of His Miniſters, 


Lhaue flain.them by the words of my. moutb.. 
T Men were the Inſtruments in Writing, 
or Pronouncing theſeThreatnings ; yet they. 
Wrote and ſpake as mov'd and inſpir'd by. 


this Word is to be received not as the Word 
Men; but as indeed it is the Word of 


cf God abideth in full force ard, viftue. 
throughout all Generations, 1 Per. 1. 24,5. 
All flaſh is ar.groſs —— But the word. of ihe, 
Lard endureth for ever. It not only concerns. 


all to whom it comes, and they may aſſure. 
themſelves that if their Caſe. be the. ſame: 
it will take place on them. Rom. 15. 4. 
hat ſot ven things, were - written, aforetime, 
Ware. wrizien for our Leexning. And "__ 

; 8 as * a 


_ tirreatens to bring defolating-Judgments on. 


# Penitenr People: © 7 
the: Punifhments recorded in Scripture, 
are ſaid to be our Examples, —1 Cor, 10. 6. 
In them we do as in a figure behold the 
truth and faithfulneſs of God in fulfilling. ' 
His Word. Sinners muſt therefore realize 
it that the Threatnings of God's Word are 
denounced againſt them as truly as if their 
Names were mentioned. Thou art the Man. 
And if they continue impenitent they ſhall 
find it ſo ia the Day of the Revelation of 
the Righteous judgment of Ged, when as 
many as have finned i the Jaw, ſhall be Judge. 
ed by tbe law, i. e. the written Word. Rom. 
2. 12. All muſt bear whar ibe Spirit ſaub to 
the Churches, Rev. 2. 7: | 
2. Gor tpeiks again? a People -.by. His. 
Providenttal Difpenſations, When together 
with the Threatnings of His. Word, He. 
ſtretcheth out His Hand to {mite them. 
There's a Voice in the Rod, ande by it God: 
ſays, Turn at my Reproof, Mic. 6. K Phe 
Lord's Voice crieth unto the City = hear ve. 
the Red. When Ged in His Providence 


a backiding*Pesple, and then ſtays His 
Hind; or when He brings lighter Chaſ- 
tiſements, and in judgment remembers: 
Mercy, fo that they are not conſum d; He 
then gives a People warning, and ſays, Pro- 
pure to meet thy God. Or as Bev. 26. 23,4;. 
Ard if. ye will got le reformed by deſe3binge,: of 

= 
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it will walk contrary unte me - then will 1 
% tos & contrary unto you, and will puniſh 
z yet F ven tines for your fi's, By ſuch 
ud cial Diſpenfations, God calls to a Peo- 
ple ro ſtand in Awe of Him; to Repent 
ad rurn to Him, when His Wrath is kind- 
ted but a little, and begins to burn, The 
Voice of Chrifd, to whom all Judgment is 
zommitred, is that, Toh. 5. 14. Sn no more, 
© a worfe thing come unto you, Don't go 
on to provoke me, leſt I bring utter ruin 
1pon you. A | 
Uss. I. LEARN from what hath been faid, 
be Mercy, Patience and F:rbearance of God. 
el He doth av Hie willing /y,nor grieve 
Se Children of M-, Lam 3. 33. Judgment 
his frange Work Ia. 28. 2r. And he doth 
or uſually proceed to ir, till he hath tried 


1 * her means, and given his People fair 
W- T7arning.  Neh. 9. 17. FThow art a God 


| WW. ſtay His Hand, Hoſ. 11.8, 9. How ſhall 


tady to Pardon,Gracious and MHercif ul, flow 
Anger. — and forſookeſt tbem not. 
od - endurerh with much long ſuffering, 
ver the Veſſels of Wrath - Rom. 9 22. 
te is the Cd of Patience. Rom. 15 5. And 
hen he proclaims His Nime, one Letter 
in it is that, Lang ſuffer ng, Exod. 34. 6. 
Jomerimes when Hs Hind hath been lift- 
24 up ready to give the deadly Blow, His 
Bowe's of Compaiſion have moved Him to- 
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zive thee up Ephraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee, 
Iſrael ? bew ſha'l I make hee as Admab £ how 
ſhall I ſet thee as Leboim £ mine beart # 
turned within me — I will not execute the 
fierceneſs of mine anger, I will not return to 
deſirey Ephraim; for J am God, & not man,— 
O let us then give God the Glory of theſe 
Divine and amiable Perfections! Let net 
us deſpiſe the Riches of His Goodnefs and 
Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, not Know» 
ing that the Goodneſs of God leadeth to 
Repentance. Let us not after our hardneſs 
and impenitent Hearts treaſure up to our 
felves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
Rom, 2 4,5. - Bur, | . 
2, LET ws fake the Warning God gives 
ws, and Turn amo Him, Let not any of us 
encourage and harden our felves in Sin be- 
cauſe God may have threatned again. and 
2gain, and yet hath not brought the deferv- * 
ed DeſtruQtion; Sinners ate very prone.to 21 
this pernicious and provoking Evil, Ecel. 8. 
Tr. Becauſe ſentence againſt an tvil work ie 
not executed ſpeedily ; therefore the beart of ; 
the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evi, 
O take heed of this Preſumprion and Secu- 
rity ! It is often a preſage of Ruin. Prov, 
29, 1. He that being often reproved, bardneib 
bis neck, ſhall ſuddeniy be deſtrayed, and wat 
without remedy. O take the warning theg 
Which God gives you in his Word and Pte: 
7} | fy) OT, | videnes 
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vidence, and turn to Him without Delay! 


Now that God ſays to us, as Ezek. 33. 11, 
Say unto them, As 1 live, ſaith the Lord God,l 


dave no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 


but that- the wicked turn from bis way and 
live: turn je, turn ye from your evil ways: 
for why will you die, O heuſe of Iſrael ; 
Let' us relent, and without delay make 
our Peace with God thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 
Let us as a People rake the Warning; Hear 


and obey God's Voice in His inflicted and 


% 


threarned Judgments, Let us Repent, and 
put away the Evil of our Doings, that God 
may Repent of the Evil, and not bring it 
upon us. Which leads me to the 


II. Docr, F 4 Feople, when thus Tbrear: 


3 ned, Repe nt of the Evil of ibeir Sint, and 


Turn from them to the Lord; Gd will alſo 
Repenr. and not bring the threarned Evil of 


Fanmſhment upon them, 


* 
T x; What is implied in a People's Repent Ing 


of the Evil of their Sins, and turning from 


ben to the Lord. 


2. IF they Repent, God will alfo Repent of 


the Evil which be thought to have done unto 


the m. | | | 2 
I. WHAT is implied in a Prople's Repent- 


ii of the Evil of their Sins, and turning [rem 
lem io ibe Lords 2 


Anſir, 


—_ 
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'@ 'Penitent Ff, ur 
Anfw. 1, Ir ſuppoſe rh, That they are truly | 
and generally Convinc'd of-the Evil and Danger 


of their Sins. Sin is the worſt of Evils + 


the wazes of it is Death, Rom; 6. 23. But 
alas ! Such is the Power of deceirful Luſts, 
to blind Men's minds, that they flatter 
themſelves in their own Eyes. -P/al. 36. 2. 
Agreably there is a woe deuounced againſt ' 
thoſe that cal! Evil Good, and Good Evil; 
that put Darkneſs for Light — /. 5. 20, 
Wicked Men, whoſe 1 is dark- 

ned, have wrong notions of God, of Sin, Cc; 
For in their Practical Judgments, they pre- 
fer the gratification of their Luſts before 
the enJoyment of God. The old Man is 
Corrupt according to Deceitful Luſts; ſo 
that while a Perſon orPeople are under the . 
governing influence of Sin, they do not make: 
a tight Judgment concerning the Nature 
and pernicieus Conſeque ces of this Dead- - 


'ly Evil. Bur: When God gives them Re- 


pentance, he ſends his Spirit to Convince 
them of Sin, making them to ſee and kh 
that it is, an evil and bitter thing that they 


have foren the Lord their God. Such a; 


people, ate brought to conſider and real ze 
it, that they have Diſhonoured God, and. 
Wounded rhemſelves, by theiz Iniquities. 
God ſays to them, Thou haſt /a/len by thine 


Iniguitics, Hof. 14. 1. Thou haſt deſtsoy 


thyſelf; and bis Word is quick and power- 
$43. ful, 


GOD will not Deftrop 


mul, carrying Light and Conviction with It, 
wien ſet home by his Spirit. So that they 
are brought to ſay, as Job 33. 27. I haue 
Fd, and perverted that which was right, and 
WM. re profired. me not. Yea, they are convinced 
| that this is the procuring Cauſe of the Ca- 
EN % 1amities they ſuffer, and are brought ta . 
Ht determine it muſt be forſaken, or it will 
bo their ruin, Before they might be ready 
to attribute their Miſeries to other Cauſes ; 
but now God makes them know that their 
Iniquiries have ſeperated berween rhem 
and their God, 1/41.59.2. His Voice to them 
is that, Jer. 4. 18. 'Thy way and thy doings 
dove procured theſe things unto thee, this is 
m wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter, beeauſe 
ey zrreacherb unto thine heart. And they are 
made ſenſible that Sin is the accurſed 
thing which troubleth them. Such a Con- 
viction as this is given by the Spirit of 
God, commanding the Bleſſing on the Calls 
ok His Word and Providence, when a Peo- 
| ple attend to this great Duty of Repens 
trance. The ſaving Convictions made on 
I: God's Children are reviv'd ; ſo that they 
- awake out of their fleepy frames, and be- 
come attive and vigorous in promoting the 
neceſſary Work of Reformation. Others 
; = have good Impreſſions made upon rhetn, 


- which the Spirit of God faſtens and makes 
preparatory. to ſaving Converſion. And ; 


ate not a few who Fre ſo convinted in their 


an oe rad Rt 2 0 _ MW 3 4 LO 
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tho! there may be wapy nt ſueh a time that 
falt hort of this; yet even of theſe there 


» 


Conſciences bf the evil and dantzer of Sinn, 
that they outwartly Reform, and do many ' © 
things t. Deitraction from God is ſuch a” 
tetror to them that they dare not commit _ 
thoſe groſs Sins which they before allowed 
themſelves in * nor omit thoſe Religious 
Duties they before liv'd in the neglett of. 
2. IT ſuppoſeth that ibey inwardly grins 
end mourn Jer their Sins whereby 4bey h 
diſhonogred an proviked God. In true NR. 
pentaßee, Sin which was before lowd ank 
delighted in, is loathed and hated z and 
inaſmoch as it is an evil preſent, this ba- 
tred is expreſſed in hearty Sorrow upon 
the account of it, 2 Cor. J. 10. Godly, Ser- 
row worketh Repenrance. The true Penitenn 
mourns heartily- becauſe he bah offende@ - 4 
ſo great and glorious, ſo good and gracious «F* 
a God, by his Iniquities. He looks uno 
Zeſus his Compaſſhotiate Saviour, -coalidggs 4: 3 
how his Iniquities have pierced Him, SRI 
kindly x2lents, yea mourns bitterly. As > 


. 
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10 

— 

5 


greably it is Prophecied, that when God 5 


wx i 


would pour our the Spirit g Grace upon 
21 


the Houſe of David, and upp the Inhabi-ẽ 
rants of Jeruſolen; They ſhould look ups 35 21 
bim whown ibey bad pierced and mourn, ge 
——— ; — — — 5 
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14 68D wi not Deflrey - © 
mourneib for an only ſon—, Zech. 12. 
10,12. The Land ſhall mourn * 
And this is what God ealls his backſlid ing 
Peoplero, Joel 2. 12,13 Therefore now ſaith the 
Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, 
and with weeping, and with mourning. And 
rent your heart and not your garment,and turn 
auto tbe Lord your God. Agreably, when a 
People are bro't to Repentance, there's a 
general Mourning and Sorrow upon the ac- 
count of their Sins; they are affected with 
grief, and their Souls are wounded within 
them under the terrible Apprehenſion of 
the evil and danger of Sin, And tho all 
do no not mourn after a godly ſort, becauſe / 
== they have offended. God, and vexed His 
Holy Spirit; yet there are many who do 
es” thus eb and cry Jor all the abominations done 
mz 77 tbe midſt of them, Ezek. 9. 4. And others 
have Sin ſo imbittered ro them, that they 
can't take pleaſure in it, as they us'd 
to do; but abſtain at leaſt from the out- 
ward Commiſſion; ſo grievous ate the pains, 
F' and ſq ſore the wounds of their Conſciences. 
3. WEN a People are Penitent, thy 
Conſeſs their Sins before tlie Lord, & ſolemnly 
engage to fonſaſte them. Such à People do 
not ſeek to cover and extenuate their Sins; 
do not go on. to Juſtify themſelves, and 
complain of God, as if he dealt hardly 
- with them. As they, Ezek. 18. 25. Tas / 
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7 Penitent People. 1 
the way of the Lord is not equal. But they 
Juſtify God in all the Evils He brings upon 
them, and acknowledge that they are pu- 
niſhed leſs than their Iniquities deſerve. 
Thus they give Glory to God, when they 
Repent, taking ſhame and blame to them- -+ 
ſelves. Accordingly, this is named as one 
ingredient of Repentance, Lev. 26. 40. If 
they ſhall Confeſs' their Iniquity, and the 
Iniquity of their Fathers—. And we find 
that God's ancient People attended this 
duty when brought to Repentance, Judg. 
10, 10. And the children of Ifrael cried unto 
the Lord, ſaying, we bave ſinned againſt tbee, 
both becauſe we have forſaken our God, and alfs. 2 
ſerved Bialim. And thus the Seed of Hraeh. +8 
{food and confeſſed their Sins, --- Neh. 9. 2. 
When this good” Spirit prevails - among a 0 
People, they will be ready to confeſs with: 
Ezra, Chap. 9.6, O my God, I am aſhamed and. 
bluſh to lift up my face to thee, my God : for 
our iniquities are increaſed over our bead. 
And with Daniel, Chap. 9. 5. We have ſin- | 
ned, and hate committed iniquity,and have done: 
wickedly, and bave rebelled by departing from 
thy judgments; ver. 7. O Lord, righteouſneſs © 
belongeth unto thee, but unto we» confuſten- of © ö; 
faces, as at this day, ver. 8. O Lord, i e © | 
belongeth confuſion of face: to our * kings,” Io 
our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe we haus. 
ſinned againſt thee, Their Petitions for Far- 
EIT TRE .- £0 
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A un and Favour will be accompanied with 
ſuch penitent Confeſſſops: yez, they will 
ſolemnly engegs to forſuke tbeir Sins where 


God. When God E Meading: the Quyaret 


of His Covenant with them, they will not 


only confeſs their Violations of it; but alſo;. 
as they may be calbd, be ready. afreſh to 


enter into God's Covenant and Oath, that 


they will forſake. thoſe Sins which appear 


10 be the Sins of the times wherein they 


Iive. Thus God's People did on a fo- 


lem Faß, Neh. 9. 38. We-moke-s ſure Co- 

wenant, and torite it, and our princes, levites; 
_ exdypriefts, ſeal unto it. Chap. 10. 29. They 
- . elave ta their brethren, 1beir nobles, and entred 


into a curſe, and into an oath to walk in God's: 
law, which was given by Moſes the ſervant of 


Gall, and to'obſerve and do all the commands 


ment of the Lord our God, and his judgments, 
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| eondbic Batures, And in papticular,they en- 


gag d ro watch againſt ſome Injquities that 


Dad prevail'd among them. Agteable to 


this, A Venerable S nod of our own have 
obſery'd, We ſeldom tead of any Solemn 
Reformation, but it was accompliſhed 


this way, as the Scripture-doth abundant- 
2 2 ly declare and teſtiſy * I would Here 


25K leave with all humility to expreſs my 


deſires that this Duty might be again ſo: 
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« Penitent People. © 


lemnly attended by theſe Churches. But 
to return, All I ſhall further ſay under this 
Head is; that where Repentance is ſincere, 
our Confeſſion of Sin will be free and inge: 
ruous, flowing from an afflicting ſenſe of 
the diſhonour done to God, and an hgarty 
deſite to give Glory to Him. The Con- 
feſſion of ſuch is not extorted, as Nadal, 
when under the rack of a tormenting Con: 
ſcience, ſaid, I have ſinned, Mat. 27. 4. 

4. A Fenitent Feople humble themſelves 1 
der God's Threat ning, and Subniit to Him: 
The pride and ſtubbornneſs of their Spirits 
are ſubdued, that,they dare no longer con- 
tend with God, being convinced of the 
truth of that Word, IWo to bim that ſtriveſh 
evith bis Maker; Iſai. 45. 9 They now fall 


down at God's foot, and reſign themſelves ” 4 


to His Sovereign Will, being ready to c- 
cept the puniſhment of their Sins, and Wil- 
ling to be reconciled to God upon His owe 

terms, Lev. 26. 41; ——If then their unein. 
cumci ſed bearts be bumbled, and they then ac- 

cept the puniſhment of their iniquity: Such 
a People are of a broken and contrite Spirit 
under the Tokens of God's diſpleaſure” 2® 
gainlt them, ſubmſt to Him, and are more 
concerned ro have: their Sins and: God's 
Anger removed, than to be delivered from- 
ourward Calamities.. Before they might 

tefuſe to receive 1 Fon ; but now they. 
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28 GOD will not Deſlroy 
can ſay with Epbraim, Thou haft chaſtiſcd me 
and I was chaſtiſed---, Jer. 31.18. They ſub- 
mit to the Yoke God lays upon them, and 
humble themſelves under His mighty Hand. 
5. A Penitent People Tarn from their Evil 
Ways, and Return 1s the Lord their God. 
Thus a People's Repenting is expreſs'd in 
the Text by. turning from their Evil, i.c. the 
Evil of Sin, which is the worſt and the 
only Evil that ſtirs up God's holy diſplea- 
uke ageinſt a Perſon, or Nation. The true 
Fenitent not only confeſſeth, but alſo for- 
Heth his Sin. Prov. 28. 13. There's a 
xurning from Sin in inward Averſion to it, 
and an hearty endeayour to put it far away 
as the abominable thing he hateth. - Agre- 
_ bly, Repentance is called Repentance from 
dead wort, Heb. 6. 1. i.e. Sins, which are 
dead Works; for they proceed from the 
body of Death in us, and if perſiſted in, end 
In: Death. Sin when it is finiſhed bringeth 
Forth Death. Accordingly,it is not enough 
that 2 degenerate People fanQify Faſts; 
eonfeſs their Sins, and'promiſeAmendmenr. 
No ! they. muſt forſake them and refornt, 


cer they do not Repent. Ezek. 14. 6. Say 


an the bouſe of Iſrael, Thus faith the Lord 
God, Repent and turn your ſelves from your 
dels, and turn away your faces from. all your 
apm nations. There muſt be a fixed Refo- 
Anon, by the help of God; to aband - our 
Ws. ins, 
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Sins, and this muſt be put in Secu 
The Wicked muſt forſake their Thoughts, 


and evil Ways. As the Children of Iſtael, 


put away the ſtrange gods from among them, 
and ſerved the Lord: and His Soul ,was 
grieved forthe miſery of I/rae/, Judg. 10. 16. 
We muſt not hold faſt our Iniquities, refu- 
fing to let them go; but muſt break off our 
Sins by Repentance. We muſt in our ſes 
yeral Places ſeriouſly engage in the Work 
of Reformation. Civil Rulers in their Pla- 
ces mult lead in this neceſſary Work, im- 
proving their Authority to ſuppreſs thoſe 
Evils which threaten the Deſtruction of 
their People, as they provoke God to de- 
part from them; they muſt endeavour to 
turn away Wrath, by being a Terror, not 
to Good Works, but to the Evil. Thus 
King Foſtab, put down the IAlolatrous Prieſts, Cc. 
2 King. 23. 4,5. The Miniſters of the Goſpet 
muſt in their Places bear due Teſtimony 
2gainſt the Sins of a. backfliding People; 
I11i.-58. 1. Cry aloud, pure nor, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, aud ſhe is my people thein 
tranſgreſſion, and the bouſe of Facaþ their fan: 
Heads of Families muſt endeavour. to put all 
Iniquity-far from their Tabernacles ;- and 
put Zo/Bnua's Reſolution in prattice; As for 
me, and my Houfe, we will ' ſerve tbe Lord, 
Particular Perfons muſt be ſenſible of the 
Plague of their own Hearts; ta 1 


Gans — 
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God their Saviour to convert and heal 
their Souls. In a word, the Body of a People 
muſt hear and obey God's Voice, in Iſai, 1. 
16,17. Waſh ye, make you clean; put away the 
evil of your ways and doings from beſore mint 
eyes, ceaſe to do evil, Learn to do well —. 
It was ſaid even of Nine veb, Jon. 3.10. God 
Jaw their works, that they turned from their 
gui way. I would hope ſome of them 
were ſo taught the knowledge of the true 
God, and ot the only way of Salvation by 
the promiſed Meſſiah, that they ſincerely 
repented; and were eternally ſaved. How- 
ever there mult be, as there was among 
them, an outward prevailing Reformation 
of thoſe hainous Evils for which Go@ 
threatens Deſtruction. And upon this; we 
find God hath ſpar'd a finful People; as the 
Nenevites; and His Covenant People I/rael, 
delivering them from thoſe publick Cala- 
mities which threatned their ruin; tho' it 
appear'd 'afterwards by their ſpeedy A- 
poſtacy, when the Judgments werexemoved,. 
that the generality-of the People were: not 
rhorougbly reformed, nor ſted faſt in God's 
Covenant. Upon the account of which, 
God again and again turn'd againſt them, 
and puniſhed them ſeven times for their 
Iriquities- Sv that in order to a People's 
obtaining lalting Peace in the enjoy ment 
ofiGod's especial Favour and Bleſſing, it is 
bes =  needful; 
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needfol that they be rerally ſincere in 
eit Re pentanee, & th ro in their Refor- 


[ 

e 

mation In Which there is an hearcyTurnjng- ©] 
1 

| 


from all knownSin, as it is contrary to rhe - 
revealed will & declarative Glory. of, God, 
and a returning to that One God, who is 
the Father the Son and the Holy 'Gboſt, as 
to our higheſt End; and chief Good 5. 8 to 
our Lord and: Portion; to walk in His 
Ways, and keep all His Command ments, 


1 Kin. 8, 48. And ſoreturn unto thee with all. _ | 
their heart, and with all their ſoul... There: © | 


muſt be ſach a Repentance towards God, A f. 
20. 21. Such à turning to the Lord, K. | 
11, 21. if we wou'd hope, as a People, | 
enjoy the continued fhines of Gnd's face, 
and ihe peel Tokens of His fayour: The 
Power 

us in the genepal Eftabliſamegt of pure and 
undefiled Religion, in Do&ine; Worſhip: 


Reformation as this, muſt be the eſpecial: 


Godlineſs muſt take place among 


and Manners. "Now, ſuch a Repentavceand _*] 


Work of the Spirit of Ged:poured our upon k 


2 People, in His Divine Gifts: and Graces, - 
Ezek. 36, 26,7. A new heart aiſo will I give" 
you, anda new. ſpirit will I put teiibin ou, and 
| I will rake away rhe ſtony heart out of” your, 
fleſh, and I will give you an beart of fleſh. And 
{ will fut my ſpirit within you, and caufe Jou: 
to walk in my ſlatutes, and ye (hall keep my 


* and do them. And. ſhall 4 : 
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down ways, Q- bouſe of Iſrael). 
Lord God, in the day that I ſhall have cleanſed 


by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
comprehenſive Bleſſing might be beſtow d 


8 a * 
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25 GOD will not Deflriy 
in the land that I gave to your fathers, and ye 
Hall be my people, and I will be your God. I 


will alſo ſave you from all your uncleanneſſes, 
and 1 will call for the corn, and will increaſe 


ur, and lay no famine upon you. And I will 


multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increaſe 
of the field, that ye ſhall rectiue no more re- 


proach of famine among the heathen, Then 
* ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 


your doings that were not good, and (hall loath 
your ſelves in your own ſight, for your iniqui- 
ties, and for your abominations. Not for your 


wh ſakes dol1 tis, ſaith the Lord God, he it known” 


uno you : be aſhamed and confounded for 72 
| Thas ſaith the 


you from all your iniquities,. I will alſo cauſe 
you to dwell in the cities, and the wattes ſhall” 


be bailded. And the deſolate land ſhall be tilled, 


eobereas it lay deſolate in the fight of all that 
paſſed by. Chap. 39. 29. Neiiber will I hide 


n face any more from them - for I bave poured 


out my fpirit upon the bouſe of Yael {und the 
Lord Gad. The Spirit of God is the Diſ- 
penſer of the ſaving Bleſſings purchaſed 
O that this 


on us, and the whole Iſrael of God! Lord 
ſave thy People, and bleſs thine Inheri- 
tance, feed them and lift them up for ever. 
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II. 1F a People thus Repent, God will alſo 


Repent, and not * * Ib cat ned Evil * — 


them. I 


GOD often Threatens 2 paoply'* ind 
Warns them with a gracious Defign of Dey 


livering-them, by Awakening and ſo Rex 


forming of them, &c. But Ino proceed 


to make ſome. brief Improvement of he | 


ns been already n 


Us E, I. Learn BPR GOD. ways . 


equal, and bis ded!ing with Nations, as well | 
as particular- Perſors, are Righteous. Thou gu 
God is Sovereign, God over All; yet He 
doth not uſe an Arbitrary Power, and ab 


ſolute Sovereignry in Puniſhing the Chile” ; 


dren of Men. No! The Fudge of all be 


Earth doth right : He proceeds in Judgment 


according to known and eſtabliſh'd Roles 


of Righteouſnefs, and makes it appear that 
Juſtice and judgment are the Habitat ion or 


his Throne: P/a/. 89. 14. God could Appeal 


to his People. Ezek. 18. 25, — 29. Hear nous, 
O bouſe of Iſrael, Is not my way equal'? e 
not your ways unequal ?* Mben a righteous 
man turnetb away from bis righſeouſneſs, and 
commitieth iniquity; and die th in them'; for. 


bis iniquity that be hath done, ſhall. be Jie. 


Again,when the wickel man turneb away from 


bis wickedneſs that be bath ee doth - 
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{hor ich is lawſul and right, be ſhalt Haus 
bis ſoul alive. Becauſe be conſidereib, and 
tur neth away from all bis tranſgreſſians that 
de bath comminted, be ſhall ſurely live, be ſhall 
| not die. Ter faith ths bouſe of Iſrael, The way 
"of #be Lord is not equal. O bouſe of Iſrael, 
ure not my ways equal ? Are not your ways 
urg? Lea, when God was about to 
Deſtroy Sodom & Gomorrah, He ſays, ſpeaking 

_ afrer the manner of Men, Gen. 18. 21. J 
_ avillga down now, and ſee whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of it, vbich 
Ai com uno me; and if. not, I will know. 
And nighteous Let was remarkably delivet- 
ec fem the Overchrow. _ There's, none of 
dds Diſperſations.towards: the Children 
Men, but what may be fairly accounted 
tier ſem a due Confideration of the Cove: 
F. _ ;nantiof Works which Gcd at firſt entred 
into with Adam, not only for himſelf, 
but ſor his Poſterity ” ;, of the Covenant of 
»,- Grace, and of the State of Mankind, as the 
World is under the Government of our 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, God- Man- Mediator. If 
Ahefe be any. perplexing, Difficulties to us, 
* the. darkveſs.and 
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theſe mult. proceed from the darkveſs.; 
Weakgeſs of our own. minds. God's righ- 
xeouſneſs is like the great Mountains, even 
ben his Jodgments are 2 great Deep. 
fal 36. 6. Let us then give God the Glory 
er his Juſtice and ReQtoral Holineſs, ac 
„ : knowledging 
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Knowledging that he is clear when he 


judgeth. And let not Sinners rake up Pre- 
Judices againſt God, as if he dealt hardly, 


with them; But rather Condemn them 


ſelves, and in a belleving Penitent manner, 
ſeek to be Reconeil d to him, for be is gra- 
cious and merciful, and repenteth of tbe Evi 

Which leads me to 


Us e ll. LET as a! baExhorted to Repent} + 


and turn to the Lord, that He may Repent of © © 


the Evil, and Spare . God is this Day 
Calling us to Humble ourſelves under wy 
Amazing Judgment, whereby He threatn' 

to ſend us down quick into the Pit, when 
he terribly ſhook the Earth. And what 
reaſon have we to fear before Him, when 
we conſider our many provoking Sins, and 
the Tokens of God's Anger in the Courſa 
of His Providence? God hath Known us 
aboye moſt of the Families of the Earth; 
and therefore may Viſit us for our Iniqui- 
ties; which have been committed againſt 
fhining Light, and Covenant Bonds, There 


hath been great Contempt caſt on Jeſus 7 


Chriſt, and His great Salvation, while many 
have appeared to prefer the World, and 
their Luſts before Him: Great Oppoſition 
to the Spirit of Grace, while formality 
in Religion hath ſadly prevailed ,* yea 

D many 


ac "60D will nor c Def 


many haye ls — * and vicious! 
God's Ordinances,His Houſe, His Day, have 
not been valued as they ſhould have been. 
There have alſo been Scandalous Immorali- 
ties found among us, as Injuſtice, Op- 
preſſion, Intemperance, Uncleanneſs; &c.— 
- And alas? we have ſeem'd, till this late 
TT. Aarptifing Providence, to be in à dreadfut 
= meaſure unconcern'd under our Sins, and 
the awful withdrawttients of God from us. 
Few comparatively have appear'd to lament 
gatter the Lord, and to ſtir up themſelves 
do wle hold of 3 departing God. Nor 
have we'been-duly Affected with the fore- 
going g Dilpenfatiohs of Divine Providence, 
in Which there hath been a wonderful mix- 
ture of Judgment and Mercy. I might 
& _hejeremind you of ſome of them. Gd 
bech drawa the Sword of the Wilderneſs 
| . toiþlead the quarrel of bis Covenant; but 
 hoW'gtants us a good meaſure of Foce and 
 Quietneſs. He hath threatned & afflicted 
us with Scorching Hen and Drought ; and 
yetſia a good meaſure ſpar d and recover'd 
the Priutts of the Earth. He hath ſent mor- 
tab/S$ic&neſs* in ſome places, and loudly 
_ EalV'd tos to be Ready, by Repeating Sud- 
den Dratbs in an extraordinary manner; 
and yet we now enjoy general Health. The 
God of Glory hath utter'd his Voice in 
Un Taanders, add threarn'd to Canſu me 
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a Ponitent Proplls 17 
ũs by the Flame of his devouring Fire ; And 
yet the Lives of his People have been Fra- 
cious in his fight, He viſited us with 2 
violent Storm by which we ſuſtain'd confi» 
| derable Damage; And yet much Haring 
Mercy was extended towards us, as to our 
Lives and Eſtates, by Sea and Land, And 
the day following, which was the Lord's- 
Day, God ſet his Bow in the Cloud, a Teen 


of his Sovenant, hat be will not again deſiray . Or 


the Earth with a floud. Gen. 9. 13, —16, And 
if we conſider the Day, and the fait oppor- 
tunity we had of attending the Means of 

Grace after the Storm, we may in ſome - 
ſort behold our Glorious Saviour with a 


Rainbow about his head, as he appear'd-to | © 4 


Fobn in a Viſion. Rev. 10. 1. And thus 


there appear'd a Rainbow round about the 1 4 
Throne. 4. 3. Whereby is fitly repre- 3 


ſented God's Covenant of Grace with his 
Church, that namely, notwithſtanding alt | 
the ſtorms and tempeſts of perlgchte oY 
other troubles they muſt encounter with in 
this unſteady World, yet he will never. ſuf- 
fer them to Periſh, as God ſpake once o 

the Waters of the Deluge, Gen, 9. *. 


. 


God might in this bright Appearance give 


us a Token for Good, that in Jadgment he \ 2 | 


will remember Mercy; and may we nag 
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humbly hepe his Voice to us is that, Iſa. 

84 Q For ibis i an the waters off Noah unto 

me : for as | bive ſworn that the waters of 

Noab ſhould no more go over:the ea#ib'; ſo have 

: © ſworn that I would not bz ceroth with thee, 

wor rebuke thee; Wroth, “ No wit, as 1 

have been, or fo as to for fake thee viter- 

by ” *. However, as we were not reform'd 

by theſe Things, God hath more lately 

Viſiced as wich an Amazing: ſhock of ian 
Eartbguoke, which Providence appears Kill 

More wonderful, now that we hear there 

Was a terrible ſhake of the Earth at Bir ba- 

dos, near Two Thoufand Miles diſtant from 

us, about Thirty Six Hours before. God 
then thfreatned to deſtroy us fuddegly, 

and yet ſpared us in His great Merey, 

BY the Earth trembled, yet was it 

Kept by the fame Almighty Hand which 

Mook it, from Opening and Swak 
lowing us up, Woe were perplexed, but not 

in deſpair ; caft down, but not deſtroyed. Or, 
hareverdiſmalApprehenhons many might 

have of ſudden Deſtruction, Gals rbeughts 

tere not our thoughts ; but as the Heavens 

= arc higher than the Earth, fo did he magni- 
= fy his Merey in the Article of our extre- 
mie; Indeed in this Judgment God hath 
Poken againſt us, and yet he earneſtly re- 
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members us ill, and gives a ſpace for Re- 
ntance, While ſome places are glarumn's m 
repeated Shakes and Noiſe; And Is 
not this the Voice of God's Płovidente 19 
us; If ye turn from the Evil, I will r ah 1 
of the” Evil — and that of our Lord nx 
Judge, Luk. 13. 3. Except ye repent,ye ſhalt 7 
all likewiſe periſh: Let us then beEthorted' © 
earnelily and ſpeedily” to;engage in tis 
neceflary Work, Seeking to God in ble 
Name af Chrift, to pour upon us his Hex 
Spirit, the Spirit of Repenrance:and Refor- 
lation. And certainly, we ſhould tabs 
ncouragement, when we hear, that Gad 
hath SanUified ' theſe extraordinary means 
together with the diſpenſation of his Word, 
to make good impreflions on many; 'Tſup- 8 
poſe, few, if any can remember the time 
when People were ſo generally Awakened, 
and brought to r bee 
muſt we do 19 hö fa,tjẽ. O let us then litt 
up the hands that hang down, let us con- 
tinue inſtant in Prayer to the God of all 2 
Grace that He would by His Spirit cat“ 
on this Work tilt a ſincere Repentance and 
thorough Reformation be wrought among 
this People. Nor ſhould the ſenſe ot ur * 
great Sinfulneſs and Unworthineſs diſhdats - 4 
ren us; but excite us to have the more” i 
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13 entire "Cependarce on the Merits of ob 
SA 1 Jeſus Chriſt; for Wortby is the Lamb 
"_ That was lain f. His Blood cleanſeth from 
all Sin; it is of Vertue ſufficient rocleanſe 
Nation, Thoufands andMiNions,as well as. 
one fingle Perſon. For, It ic the Blood of God, 

| Att: 20% 28. In Chriſt Jeſus there's a Fours 
4 ain open d to the houſe of David; and to the: 
E anbabitants of Feruſalen, for ſin, and for un- 

-.. cleanneſs., Zech: 13; 1. Here's Merit ard 

” Grace end. Let ſuch then as are ſenſible 
"of the Guilt of their numerous & hainous. 
= Tranſpreffions,come and receive the petſect 
= Ripghteconſneſs of Chriſt for their Juſtifica- 
tion before God. Bet ſuch as are ſenſible 
. et the power and pollution of their Sins, 
dome, and receive the Spirit and Grace of 
Chriſt, to. renew and ſanQtify them. bo- 
3 will let him take the water of life free 
„ „ And is not the Day near when the 
Fountain now mention'd fall be in a ſignal 
manner opened in the extenſiye Preaching: 
- of the Goſpel; and theabuodantEffuſions of 
' the-Spirit of Grace, ſo that many Nations. 
all be ſprinkled; yea waſhed' from their 
Sins.;- when all Tjrael” ſhall be: ſaued; and 
dhe receiving of them ſhall' be Life from: 
dle Dead to the Gentiles ! See Rom. 11. 15, 
8. Let us then n ray and wait”; be- 
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nere and not make baſte. The viſion i is yep. 
for an appointed time, but at the end it ſhalt 
ſpeak, and not lie, though.it tarry, wait. for 

tr, 2 it will / urely come, it will not 1arry, 
Hab. 2. 3. And in our Prayers, let us be 
earneſt with God that He would pour out 
His Spirit upon us, and His Bleſſing upon 
aur Offspring. Did not our Forte fathers 
importunately ask this Bleſſing of God ? 
Are there not innumerable Prtitionr upon 80 7 
the File in Heaven, if I may ſo ſpeak, the 2 22 
Prayer of which is chiefly this, that God 
would pour out His Spirit upon the Chile, - 
dren of New-Eng/and; and ſo Bleſs em 
with all Spiritual Bleflings in. Heavenly 
Things in Chriſt Jeſus > Hath not our 
vocate in Heaven afſur'd us that whatever .Y 
we ask of the Father in His Name, He Will! 
give it f? Hat not that God who can't lie 8 
promis'd that He wil! ſhew Mercy ro TU 
ſands of them that love bim,and keep bis Coms 1 
mand ments, Exod. 20. 6. Lea, hath He not 3 
begun to anſwer our Prayers for this great A 
Bleffing - Let theſe Conſiderations then 
Excite us to Repeat, leſt having been lift: 
ed up to Heaven in Privileges, we be calf _ ? 
down the deeper into Hell for our abuſeof 
them: Let them encourage us to tue 2» 
the: Lord our God, with thoſe worms Whien 1 
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He hath put into our Mouths; Take areay 
” _ all iniquity, an receive: ut graciouſly, Hol. 
134. 2. Andiro Watch unto Prayer with all 
=. verance, till the Lord come, and 


© _ Rain down Righteouſneſs upon us. 
due End'of the Firſt S ER MO N. 
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Jer. 18. 7,8, At wha inſtans I. hall ſpeak 
toncenwing a nation, and concerning a: F ; 
10 pluck 25.0 to pull dtn, ond to daſirauii x 
If that nul ion again ft tom i baue pronqunceds 
turn from: their evil, I will repent: of- b evil 
what [ bought to do unto them, £2: 


OCT... 1, GOD. A monin- 20 3 2 2 3 
Farp'e, and give thom warning, beſare 
[7 brings Veſt ach 18 Fudgmanis upon G. 0 


DOCF. H. LF fuch a Pe ple Repent of 9 
ele Evil of their Sins, and turn ſ rom ibm te 
the Lord; Gol will alſo Refont, and not bring 
* Threatned Evil of Fanhmer & upon , 
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Van this Second Doctrine we inge 
What 3s implicl in a Tepe Repentang af 
rbe Evil of their Sins? An Anſwer bath, 
already been given ton this Inquiry. ys -*Y 
Kheretore * to new, | mw 
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GOD will not Deftroy 


H. LF a People, when Threatned, thus Re 
penr, God will alſo Regent, and not bring the 
threat ned Evil of Puniſhment upon them. 


Wren God threatens a finful People witli 
Deſtruftion, there's yet a Reſerve of Mercy, 
The. Threatning is not fo abſolute as to 
leave no place for Repentance, Jer. 36. 2, 3. 
Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all 
dhe words that ] have ſpoken unto thee againſi 
Iſrael, ani againſt Fudah, and againft all the 
nations from the day | ſpake unto thee, from 
he days of Foftah, even unto this day. It may 
be tbat the bouſe of Fudab will bear all the evil 
= which I purpoſe to do unto them ; that they 
c return every man from bis evil way, that 
Iny forgive their iniquity and their ſin. 
The Omniſcient God could not be at a 
© loſs about the Event; but this is ſpoken 
* of the All. knowing God after the man- 
« ner of Men, to ſhew how acceptable to 
“Him true Repentance is “. 

Now this Truth will appear, if we con- 
ſider, and duly weigh the following Parti- 
culars, | 

1. IT will appear, if we conſider be 
gracious. Promiſes and Declarations of God's 
Word. There are great and precious Pro- 
miſes made to the Penitent by the true 


W- God. Indeed Gcd hath not abſolutely pro- 


is c particular Perſons temporal Delive- 
N rance 


— 
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fance from this or the other publick Cala- 
mity, tho' they truly Repent. Job 9. 22, 
He de ſtroyeth the perfect, and the wicked. Eccl. 
9. 2. Thawe is one event to the righteous, and 
to the wicked. However, God often ſets a 
viſible mark of His Favour upon ſuch, when 
He is coming out againſt a Degenerate Peo- 
ple in deſtroying Judgments, Ezzk, 9. 4. 
And if at any time He bring the temporal 
Evil upon them, He ſanctifieth it, & makes 
it work together for their good f. God 
doth not puniſh ſuch as an Enemy, in a 
way of vindiCtive Juſtice; but Chaſtiſeth 
them as a merciful Father, for their profit. 
And no tribulation or drs ſhall be able to 
ſeperate them from the I've of God, which. 38 
in Chriſt Feſus our Lord x. Nor may a Peni- 

tent People expect to be delivered from all 
kinds of Calamity : While Sin remains, 
there will be Sorrow. But then, they ſhall _ 
not be plucked up and deſtroyed, the Evil 

here threatned. No ! They thall continue 3 
2 People before the Lord. He will dwell 
zmong them, be their God, and own them 
for his People. And the Affliction they 
ſuffer ſhall be ſanQtified to ſeperare, them 
from their Sins; and not he ſent in Wrath 

for their Deſtruftion. Ifai. 27. 8. 9. He 
ſtayeih bis rough wind in ibe day ef the 


WEE: r Rom. 8. 28. 7 ver. 35—39. ' Ls 
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m mutiplicd and grew, Thus it was in 


$5 GOD will For Deſiroy 
| eaſt wind. By this therefore the iniquity of 


Jacob ſhall be purged, and this is the fruit to 
rake away bis ſin. And thus God ſpeaks 
very graciouſly concerning them that were 
carried Captive with Feconiab. Jer. 24.5, — 7. 
Thus faith the Lord the God of Vrael, lige theſe 
good figs, ſo will I acknowſJedee tbem that are 
carried away captive of Fudab, whom ] have 
ent out of this place into the land of the Cal- 
deans for their goed. For I will ſet mine 
eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them 
apaitt to this land, and I will build them, and 
not pull them down, and 1 will plant tben, and 
nor-pluck them up. And I will give them an 
beart to Xnow me, that Tam the Lord, and they 


ſhall be my people, and I will be their God: ſor 


they ſhall return unto me with their whole heart. 
And as for the Church and People of 
God inthe firſt and pureſt rimes of the 
Goſpel, they were perſecuted indeed, but 
not forſaken ; caſl down, but not drflroy'd. 


2 Cor. 4. 9. The Spitit of God, and of 


Glory reſted on them, and the trial of their 
Faith was more precious than Gold. The 
Charch flouriſhed like the Palm tree, un- 
a&Fter preflures, of which it is obſerv'd, 
the more it is preſs'd down, the more it 
2 What was ſaid of God s 1 1 in 

pt, may be applied to them. Exod. 1. 


12. But ihe more tbey afflicled them, the more 
o 


3 Spiritual ſenſe, Vaſt numbers were born 
to God; the Blood of Marryrs being: made 
by God the Seed of the Church *. Having 
hinted rFeſe things to ſtate the point, and 
remove fome ſeeming difficulties, I halt 
briefly mention ſame of the Promiſts which 
confitm and illuſtrate this Truth, Lev, 28, 
41,2, — If then their ancircumtiſed belrts be 
Pumbled, and they then accept of the puniſhment 
of their iniquity :'Then will I remember my cd 
venant with Jacob, and alſo my crvenant with 
Abrabam will I remember ; and I will remem- 
ber the land. © Iſai. 58. 6,8, Is not this the. 
faſt that 1 have choſen ? '10. logſe the 2 747 of 
wickedneſs, to undo ide heavy burdens, und 1 
let the oppreſſed 20 free, and that ye break ev> 
ry yoke. , Is it not to deal thy bread to ibe hun. 
gry, and that thou bring the poor that are cat 
out, 10 thy bouſe , when thoy ſeeft thr naked, 
that thou cover hin, and that thou hide not 1 
ſe f fram thins own fleſh * Then ſhall thy hight 
breik forth as the morning and thine health 
ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily : and thy righreouf- 
neſs ſhall go before thee, the glory of the Lord 
ſhall be thy rereward. Hof, 6. 1. Comgazid 
let us return. unto the Lord : for be bath Torn, 
end be. will heal ust: be bath ſmitten, and he 
will bind ut up, Ezek. 33. 14, 15, Ae 2. 
38, 39. Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſ- 
10 1 Sanguis e Semen Ecelt ſi. | 
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fin on of fins, and Je frall receive the E of the 
boly Gbaſt. . For the promiſe is unto.you, and 
ro your children, and ta all that arg afar off, 
even gs many as the Lerd your God ſhall call. 
= 3.19. By ſuch good. Fords. as theſe 
h. Gad enc m. 77 yp People to Repent 
an arg im. Wwe are aſſured 
that *cil Heaven 150 Farth paſs, one” jot 
or. Wn. *ritle Jhall in no wiſe- Poſs from the law 
till all be fulfilled, _ 
2. Tas appears from e Proviſion made 
for true Fenjtents in Feſus Chriſt, and from 


fo e. Con itgiion of. the Cybenant of Grace, 


od, hath made abundant Proviſion for the 

alvation of His People in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
hath offer'd: a Sacrifice of Atonement for 
the Congregation of His People, who look 
to Him by Faith, mourn for their Sins, and 
turn from them unto the Lord. Agteably, 
Aaron was commanded to offer a Sin-offer- 
ing for the People, with the Blood of which 
he was to make Atonement for all the Con- 
gregition of ae, Lev.16.15—17. Thus 
on the Day of Aronement they were to affli 
their Souls, and offer an Offering made by 
Fire unto the Lord, Lev. 23. 27. Thus, the 
Congregation of Iſrael. were to Kill the 
P. ver, and ſprinkle the Blood upon the door- 
pojts that the deſtroyer might not come into 


their bouſes, Exod. 12. Which things did 


pizfigure Zeſus Chriſt the Lamb of God which 
| raked 


a Penitent Prople: 29 

raketh away the fin of the World f. And we 
are hereby taught that ſuch as do in a be- 
lieving penitent manner look unto Jeſus, 
ſhall find mercy with God. God will ſay 
of them, ſpare them from going down to 
the Pir, I have found a ranſom. And tho? 
it be true, that none ſhall receive the ever- 
laſting benefit of Chriſt's Sacrifice, but ſuch 
as heartily receive the Lord Jeſus, mourt.s 
ing for their fins with a godly Sorrow 3 
yet the Body of a People fare the better 
on temporal accounts, and God will nor 
deſtroy them, where ſuch a frame of ſpirit 
is found prevailing amorg them. Zech. 12. 

6,—10. And this is plain from the nature 
and tenor of the New Covenant, the Coven 
nant of Grace, in which God gives encou- 


ragement, not only to fingle Perſons, but ' 


alſo to His People to Repent, that their 
Sins may be blotted our, and their Iniqui- 
ties not be their ruin. Jer. 31. 31, — 36. 
Bebold, the days come ſaith the Lord, that 1 
will make a new covenant with-the baaſe of 
Iſrael, and with the boufe of Judab: Not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made-with their 
Jaibers in the day that I 100k them by the band 
to bring them out of the land of Egypr (which 
my covenant they brake, although I was an bus- 
band unto them; ſaith the Lord,) But this ſhall 
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46 GOD well not Deſiroy 
be the covenant that 1 will make with the bouſs 
of Iſrael aſter thaſe days, Jaith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward paris, and write it 
in their hearts, and will be their God, and 
they (hall be my people, And they ſhall teach 
Ro more every man bis neighbour, ard every 
pn bis brother, ſaying, know the Lord : for 
they ſhall all know me, from thame iſt of them 
unto the greateſt of them, 2 Lord: for 
4 will forgive their iniquity, and I will re- 
member their fin no more. | Thus ſaith the 
Lord, which giveth the ſun for a light by day, 
and the ordinances if the moon and of rhe flars 
for a light by night, which divideth ihe ſea 
eoben tbe waves tbexeof rar; the Lord of 
boſts is bis name. lf thoſe ordinances depart 
from before me, faith the Lord, then ihe ſer 
of Iſrael alfo ſhall ceaſe from being a nation 
 beſore me for ever. Compar'd with Aebr. 
8.8, — 12. In which there ſeems to be 2 
gracious promiſe of a zational Canverſion of 
the Jews, and then that they ſhould not as 
a People, be rejected any more. And may 
not the Peaple of God in Neu- Exgland hope 
for a Diſpenſation of the Covenant of Grace 
relating to them, that ſhall reſemble this? 
May we not hope that God will revive His 
* among us, and not utterly calt us 

; | 

3. WHEN a People Rrpent, then God's 
Ttzeatnings and Judgments have the drſired 
"vols >: = was Leb. 
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God will caſt away the Rod, and ſhew-. 
Himſelf as a reconciled Father. Thus God 
Maid of His ancient People, Ifai. 10 12. — 
When the Lord bath performed bis whole wor 
upon mount Zion, and on Feruſalem, I will® 
puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king © 
of Aſſyria. God calls the Aſſyrian the: R 2 
of His Anger, ver. 5. And threatned* to | 
ſend him againſt an hypocritical Nation, 
ver.6., But then, when the Work was done 
for which God ſent him, then he would 
puniſh him, and deliver His People. 
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PE Fats apphars, fron God 5 Providenriat: 
Diſpenſations towirds. His ancient Cue nant 
Teople, and, Others. © Whatever their Sins“ 
had. been, .yet-when they Repented; God“ 
alſo: Repented. oF the Evil, and returr.ed to 
thee, A Way of Fivour,, Thus, the Houſe 
of, rae! lamented after the. Lord, put awiy- 
Bealim, Ne. And God delivered: them out 

1 e * . Phil:flines, 1 Sam. 7. 
Mhen E * the Fen Tribes, or 
"thoſe. 0 all 1 "prides that fear'd the- 
Eord:?, bemoand himſelf, and Repented, 

God ſaid, Is Ephraim my dear Son ? 5s be 4. 

Pleaſant Child? for ſince I ſpake againſt bins 

do.earneftly remember him fill: — I will” 
Huel baue mercy, upon bim, ſaiib the Lord, 
Jer. 3 l. 18,— 20. Yea, when the Ninecvites. 
turned from their Evil way, God repented of 
the Evil that he ſaid be would. do unto Them. 
and. did i it. not, Ion. 3. 10. 


. DOET. III. BUT if 4 People when FE 
= e go. on obſtinately in their dincubey 
aa ehe, tbat God will bring His Pera ing 
= Wanne abenuben till they are made deſolate. 


7 7 


"Con TRARIES, hays contrary Conſequen-- 
des ver. 9,10. Context. I/raet's* forſaking 1 
theLord;:wasto-make-their Land deſolate,. 
2nd.a perpetual hing; ver. 16. Deut. 28. 
= 225 wilt not bear Ren” unto the. voice 


f 
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of the Lord thy God, to obſerve to do all bie 


commandments and bis ſtatutes which | com- 
mand thee this day; then all tbeſe curſes ſhall. 
come upon thee, and overtake thee. ver. 16, 


36, 48,&c. And tbe Sacred Hiſtory. informs, 
us:thar" theſe dreadful Threatnings were. 
fol fil led upon them till they were caſt out. 


of the good Land God had given them; 


deprived:of their eſpecial Priviledges, and 


deliver'd up to an amazing Deſtruttion.. , 
The Sinners of the 04d World. deſpis'd the 
Warnings'God gave them by Noab, and te- 
lifted" His Spirit. Then the Flood. came and 
deſtroyed: them all, Gen. 7. buk. 1J. 27. 
There's a deſtroying power in Sin perſilted. y 
in, it hath ruin'd: Nations and Kingdoms, 
er. 4% Amos 1ft & 2d. Chapters. And. 


this might be argued from-God's, Juſtice,. 


Holineſs; and His Truth» in fulfilling the- 


Threxning of His Word &c; In this ſenſe: 
it may be ſaid as, 1 Sam. 15. 29. The firength- 
of: Iſrael will nc lie; ner repent, God js. 
bound: for His own Glory as His higheſt. 
End ;. and therefore if a Peopte obſtioately. 
refuſe to:Repent and give Glory to God, 
they "mult expect that. God, will glorify: 
Himſelf upon them in their DeſtzuQtion,, 
and: ſo become fearful in Praiſes f. 
7 Ot . Eu. ag. Exod 15. 1 wht 
FURTHER: 
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Fus rRER to Confirm this awful Truth, 
I ſhall briefly obſerve God's manner of Pro- 
ceeding in Judgment agaiaſt an Impeninent 
People that enjoy the means of Grace, and 
are in Covenant with God. 

1. Wren ſuch a People go on Impent- 


_ tently and'refuſe to be Reformed by God's 
_ Word and Providence; He rakes His griev- 
1 ed Spirit from them, While God threatens 
His People, and ſends lighter Judgments 
as Calls to Repentance, He alſo uſually 
ſends His Spirit to ſtrive with them; but 
afforeth us that His Spirit ſhall not always 
rive with man, Gen. 6. 3. Accordingly when 
they refift' and vex Him, quenching. His 
good Motions, and finning preſumptuouſy 
againſt the Convictions He gives them; as 
His ancient People did f. God is provok d 
to withdraw His Spirit from the Means 
they enjoy; and to fend His Plagues upon 
their Hearts; and then fuch as were blind 
ate judicially blinded, ſuch whoſe Hearts 
were hard, are hardned, being given up 
to their own Luſts, and the Temptations of 
Satan. Pfal. 81. 11,12. My people would not 
bearken to my voice: and Iſrael would nane 
f me, So I gave them up unto their own 
bearts lat: and they walked in their cu). 


counſels. And now God may threaten in 
* — — . | — — — —ů— 
Tr 148. 7. 5%, : 


a Penitent People. as 


His Word and by His Providence; butthey 
will not turn ar His Reproof. Iſai. 1.5.Wby 
ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye will re- 
volt more and. more. Now that meſſage 
may be bro't to them, Iſai. 6. 9, 10. And 
he ſaid, Go and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, 
but underRand not - and fre ye indeed, but 
erceive not, Make the heart of this people 
fat, and make their ears heavy, and ſhut their 
eyes : left they fee with their eyes, and bear 
with their ears, and underſiund with their 
heart, and convert and be bealed. It follows, 
Yer. HI. Till the cities be waflel without in» 
babitant, and ihe houſes without man, and the 
land be utterly deſolate, And when God 
withdrawseven the common Influences and 
Reſtraints of His Spirit, a People grow 
worſe and worfe under the outward means, 
and tipen apace for Rvin, They are as 
Reprobate ſilver HreruſeGod bath rejected them, 
Ter. 6, 30, All the means us'd to purge 
away their drofs become ineffectual. And 
now there is oftentimes an evil Spirit of 
of ſſumber and carnal ſecurity prevailing 
over ſuch a People; ſo that they will zor 
cor.filer thoir latter end, till they come down 
wonderfully, Lim. 1.9, And wo will be unto 
them, when God takes His Holy Spiric 
from them. As far as this Judgment is 
infl: ed, fo far is their Day of Glace at 
an end. The things of their Peace are now 
= hie den 
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hidden from their eyes, and they will walk 
on in the paths which lead to deſtruction, 
Fer. 5. 3,—14: 

2. GOD then proceeds to taꝶe away the out- 
werd Ordinances and Means of Grace from 
them. Theſe are the Viſible Tokens of 
God's Preſence with His People. Thus 
God ſer up His Tabernacle, and dwelt à. 
mong His ancient People. . But when they 
deſpiſed the Means of Grace, and abuſed 
them to harden themſelves in Sin, as if 
they were deliver'd to do theſe and the 
other Abominations, and might Sin with 
impunity : I ſay, when it was thus, God re- 
mov'd theſe vifible Tokens of His Preſence 
and Favour, Jer. 7. 9, 10, Will ye Real, mur- 
der and commit adultery, and ſwear falſely, and 
burn incenſe unto Baal, and walk aſter other 
gods whom ye know not. And come and ſtand 
before me in this bouſe which is called by my 
Name, and ſay, we aredelivered to do all theſe 
ad ominations © ver. 14. Therefore will I do 
unto this bouſe which is called by my Name, 
wherein je truſt, and unto the place which l 
gave to you, and to yeur fathers, as I Fate 
done to Shiloh, The Ark was an eſpecial 
Token of God's Preſence; but when the 
Ifraelites refuſed to repent and turn to 
the Lord, Gol gave it up into the hands of 
their Enemies, 1 Sam. 4. The Temple al- 


terwards-with the holy things in it, was 
11s 
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threatned that Ephraim ſhould be broken,that 
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the great Medium of their inſtituted Wor- 
ſnip; But when they boaſted of God's holy 
Mountain, crying, The Temple of the 
Lord, as if this would ſecure God's Pre- 
ſence, notwithſtanding their Impenitency; 
God in His'over-ruljng Providence burnt 
and deftroy'd it, firſt by the Cha/deans, then 
by the Roman; and caſt them out of His 
fight, And thus God threatred theChurch 
of Epheſus, Rev. 2.5. Rr member therefore 
from 'whence thou' art fallen; and repent 
and do tb firſt works, er elſe I will come 
unto ' thee quickly, and will remove thy. 
can lieſticꝶ bur of bis place, except thou repem 
And what I fearful Example for the Con- 
fi:maition of the truth before us, have we 
in this, and the other Aſſan Churches, once 
highly favour'd with the light and privi- 
ledges of the Goſpel ? © 
3. WHEN God 3 thus departed; and His 
Covenant broken, Deſtroying Fudgments ener 
in, and mike a People deſolate. Now the 
Glory and Defence of a People are gone; 
And there's a wide breach made at which 
deſolating Judgments come pouring in as 
an overflowing Scourge. They who have 


been thus highly favour'd, bur refuſe to 
be the Lord's People, provoke Him to 


pluck them vp, and deſtroy them from be- 
ing a People in the Earth. Thus God 


1 
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is he not a people, Iſai. 7 8. And apoſtate 
Vrael is forbidden to rejoyce as, ot het Peo- 
ple; becauſe they had gone a whoring 
from their God, Hof. 9, 1. Others may 
for a time proſper in outward. reſpeQs,, 
tho' God. be not their Covenant God; but 
when His People break His Covenant, and 
refuſe to return unto Him, their Civil a d 
Religious Priviledges, their Outward and 
Spiricual . have been taken away 
together. hen Iſras/ torſock the Lord, 
and he had rejected tbem, their Civil and 
Ecclefialtical Conſtitution was broken, and 
hey were ſcattered abroad to the four 
Winds of Heaven. How pathetically did 


our Saviour lament over them when He 


faw-their Ruin approaching! Mar.23.37,8, 
Q.Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that Rilleft the 
Prophets, and floneſt them which are ſent unto 
ther, bew often would I have gathered thy chil. 
dren togetber even as a ben gatbercib her 


ebickens under ber wings, and ye would not. 


Behold, your houſe is left unto you deſolate. 
APPLICATION. 


Us. I. FroM what hath been ſaid 
we may infer, that there is Reaſon 10. fear 


Some dreadful Fudgments yet to come on 


the Chriſſian W:rld. It we look into, Great 
Britain, What People have been more high- 
1 | ly 


d n Prople 


favour with the Light and Priviledges 
4 the Glorious Goſpel ? Or experienced 
more remarkable Deliverances in times of 
imminent Danger ? Who have had louder 
Calls to Repentance in God's threatned 
Judgments; or more faithful Warnings by 
His Miniſters? And yet Iniquity abounds 
after all; yea Crying Sins. And do not 
many refuſe to return and reform ? How 
little is there to be ſeen of that Good Spi- 
rit which animated the firſt Reformers in | 
_ England and Scotland! Alas ! By what 
we can k 
very much Wweakend and decay'd among ©! 
them, as well as amang ourſelves. ov 2 
may we not fear God will Vifit them Win 
terrible lage pen Surely we may well 
ay wirh the al. 20. My 
Fleſh tremblatb for of thee, and 1 am'a- 
Jraid of thy judgments. I ſpeak not theſe 
things to diſcourage. any that rremble ar 
. pgs 


Word; hut that we may all be 
en to Watch and Pray, and keep qut 
Garments. Things may ſeem to look falt; 
and we ought te bleſs God for the Tranqui- 
lity enjoyed: but what ſettled Peace can 
be expetted while ſo. many Diſhonour God, 
Deſpiſe Chriſt, and reje& the Offers of the 
Goſpel ? While Rome hath ſuch 8 
and they that call themſelves Reformd 
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earn, the power of Religion is 
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Power 


our Hearts. The Lord hath rored out of 
Dion with a Voice which may well make 


But threateos-to bring Ruin upan us, if we 


1 


_ ed will net i 


Power 3 Purity of it >." The Lord* gtabt 
that we A; not ſay, Peace and Safer 
vrhen ſudden Deſtruction cometh *. 
Lord help us, being. mov'd with Near 58 
get into the Ark, inte Chriſt, that what- 
_ ever Evils come, we may be ſafe. . 
2. LEARN what is our. great Duty and 
IntereZ this Day, To hear God's Voice, Re- 
pent and turn unto Him.. God hath ſpoken 
in theThreatnings of His Word, and by the 
Rebukes of His Providence. Let. us. then 
to Day hear His Voice, and not harden 


us tremble;; and yet ſpared us from the 
threatned Deſtruction : And now ſays to 
us, if ye return, I will Repent of the Evil. 


"Formed. Now then that God fets before 
us Life.and Death, Bleſhog and. Curfing, 
let us chooſe. Life that we may live. O that 
there were ſuch an Heart in 26, that we u 
Fear the Lord, and keep, all bis Commandments 
_ always, that it.might be well with us, and our 
Children forever |!" O that we could 28 4 
' People ſo confider of our Evil ways as to 
determine to forſake them ! that we could 
*Mourn becauſe we have offended and diſto- 


| 705 on impenitently, and refuſe to be Re 
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* *r .. # Deut: 5. 29. 
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| noured God by our Sins, and fo turn to the 
Lord in hearty Repentance; that we coul 
„ then heanily.aud- ſucceſsfully engage in 
e the Work of Reformation. Our Days of 
0 W Faſting and Prayer will rife up. in Judg- 
ment againſt us, unleſs we bring forth fruits 
meet for Repentance: Let us therefore 
I "rake: heed.” and. beware of giving God 
Teaſon to Complain of us as of Ephraln and 
Judah, Hoſ. 6. 4. — Tour: goodneſs is a @ 
gr ning. cloud, and as the early dew it goeib 
away : Left that threat ning be fulfill'd up- 
on us, Chap. 13. 3. Therefore they ſhall be ar 
ibe morning cloud, and as the early deu that + 
poſetb-:away, as the chaff that is driven with ' 
4 whirlwind out i the floor, and as 4be ft 
"out of tbe chimney, ” | "25A 
3. LET each of us be Exh:rried to Repent 
and turn ſrem-all our. Tran ſgreſſions; ſo In 4 
guity. ſhal! not be-our Ruin. This Word' i 
which is ſopken of-a Nation, 2 People, con, 
.cerns evety one of us perſonally. We 21s ⁵ 
alk Tranſgteſſors of God's Law; were ſnapenn 
in Iniquity, and have been guilty of innu=* 
merable-attual Sins. And God in His Word 
ſpeaks» againft.. the Sinner, and ſays, The 
Soul tbat ſinneth it ball die, Ezek. 18. 4. 
' Yea, aſſureth vs that the»Wighrd: ball go © 
= atvuy into everlaſting puniſhment Mat 25.46. 
And that our Lord Jeſus ſhould bexgven'd 
Jrom beaven with bis mightyAngels, inflaming 
firs taking vengeance on then” that Know'n08 
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God, and tba: * the goſpel of our Lord 
us Chriſt, 2 Theſ. 1. 7, 8. Now the 
octrine of Repentance is a great Goſpel 
Command. Our Lord Himfelf, the great 
Prophet of His Church, began His publick 
 Miniftry with Preaching this Doctrine, 
Mat. 4. 17. From that time Feſus brgan to 
preach and to fay, N for tbe kingdom of 
Deen u at band, TheApoſtlePerer preach'd 
his Doctrine to the Jews, AZ. 2. 38. And 
ve Apoſtle Faul informs us that he teſti- 
Med to the Jews and Greeks Repentance 
Toward God, Att, 20, 21. Hedeclar'd'that 
his was their duty, and-urg'd it not only 
upon the eue, but alfo upon the Greeks ; 
Ae the Genes. This Command is pub- 
= liſh to all that live within the Sound of 
= he Goſpel, Act. 17. 30. God now command- 
| all men every where to Repent. And the 
EF Goſpel gives us encouragement to attend 
=  *thiis Duty, how many and great ſvever our 
W Sins haye been, affiring us that JeſusChriſt 
= come to call, not the Righteous bur Sin- 
= nerst0 Repentance; that He bath pur- 
=  —chaſed Pardon for all penitent Believers, 
EF and is exalted to beaPrince, and a Saviour, 
e give Repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs 
of Sins F, The Word of God alſo affureth 
us, that whofo confefſerb & forſaketh bis fins. 
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Bal! baue mercy, Prov. 28. 72. And that 
dhe chief of Sinners have found Mercy,when 
they have. thus befought the Lord, and 


to ask of God His Holy Spirit to work this 


and all other Graces in us; Let each of J 


us ſmite on our own Breaſts and ſay, What 


'have I done > Let us offer to God that 


humble Requeſt, Lord, be merciful to me 
2 Sinner. Let us be ſenſible of the Plague 
of our own Hearts, and bitterly bewail 


the diſhonour we have done to God, an® 


the wrong we have done our on Souls by 


our Sins: Let us abhor our ſelves upon te 


account of out Sins, and tun from them in 
award hatred and averſion. For, a broken 
and a contrita beart Gad will not deſpiſe. Let 
us return to the Lord! as to out God, wile 
holy Reſolutions 10 cleave to Him, and 
walk in His Commandments. Let us H 
unto 7eſus, and by Faith rely upon Him to 
heal and cleanſe our Souls, whoſe Blood 
purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works, 


and cleanſeth from all Sin, Hebr. 9. . 


1 Fob; T. 7. Thus we ſhall be of th 


iblefſed ones whole tranſgreſſions ate for: 


turned to him, 2 Chron. 23. 12,13, 1 Tig. 
Þ, 13,— 6. Let. us then be encouraged . 
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given, whoſe Sins ate covered, and 0 | 
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whom the Lord imputeth not Injquity. ll 
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GOD will nor Der 
"al. 325 5. 1 acknowledged my fia unto bed 
"and mine iniquity bave Inet hid: I ad I 
toi conſeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, 
and thou jorgaveſi the iniquity of my fin. © 
4. THE laſt UsE may be of Conſolat ion 80 
thy Penitem, Be you Comforted: God will 
repent of the Evil, and not bring it upon 
you: His anger is turned away; and He 
will Comfort you; For thus: ſaith ite high 
and lfry One that inbabitetb eternity, whoſe- 
Name is Holy, I duell in the bigh. and boly 
place,” with bim alſo that is «f à contrite and 
bumb.e ſpirit, to revive ite ſpirit of ibe bun. 
Ble, and to revive the beart of 1ke-contrite ont s, 
"Por I wil! not contend for ever, neither will 
'T be always wroth : for the ſpirit ſhould fail 
before me; and the ſouls which I tave made, 
Ifai. 57. 15, 15: There's Joy in Heaven 
over ſuch, and God will give them the j 
of His Salvatiop. Sometimes God ſets a 
mark upon em, when He is coming out a- 


Vain a finſul People in deſtroying Judg-- 


ments, and” ſpareth theme in His great 
Mercy, Ezek: 9.” And if they-are at ary” 
Jims cal? into the Furnace, the Soo of God 
"wilt be preſehr wich" them, ſo. that they 
all not be copſumd, bur 'Eqme--forth-as- 
Gold out of the Fire» You that truly Re- 
Pent, 46 als truſt in the Lord Feſas chriſt, 


and you ſhall find. Reſt to your Souls in 
Him, CLAP! God. hath: ſent to heel ibe hro- 


Ro Rene: 


a Poritent Prop W 


"IE? Luk, 4.18, He bath purchaſe, 4, 

the Conſolations of the Spirit for ſuch 38 

you, and Knows how to ſpeak a. Word in 
Seaſon to your weary Souls. And He wilk 
ſpeak Peace to His People: But O take 
heed then, and do not turn again to folly! 

To Concludez Bieſſed are they who thus: 
mourn ; for they ſhall be Comforted :- God 
will give to theſe Mourners in Zion theOyl 44 
of Joy for Mourning, rhe Garmeat of Praiſe: - 
for the ſpirit of Heavineſs; Iſai, 61. 3. 

And in due time He will preſent them: - 
Jaxlrltſs before the Prejence of * glory and | 

kadeeding joy. 


THE END: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. _ 


HERE is now in the Preſs, and will quickly be ug N 
A Sermon from Late XI. 13. By che fame Author, E 
kitled, GOD will give His Holy Siri t6 to gong nay ask Hine + 
Preach'd on 2 Day of Prayer, ſer apart for Imploring te 
rene Bleffing,' of the Pouring -our of th Spirit on me .. ; 
Rifing Generation. pt 4 


Ina few Days will be Publiſhed Mr Pizces Two Stade, - | 
on. che Earthquake, The Second „Edition, wich ſome _ — 
wibing Enlargements. : _ * na 


There is alſo in the Preſs Four 8 By the Rev. Mt - nt 
Gookin ofHampron,Occationed by the Earti quake, with anHite - A 1 
toriealAccount of ir as it was in that Tow]. Alſo ſomeRemar= 
kable Preſervation from Lightning there in the Summer . 
Sul by R Shop, in. Can. 
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